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Man is not bred by iiving alone. i
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One of the most fagoinating Journalists on the current scene
is William Bradford Huie, I first became conscious of this man
in late 1950 when he purchased from Lawrcnce Spivak the long-flounde
ering AMERICAN MERCURY with the intentionsz of completely recvamping
the magazine and turning it into a profitable opceration, He accome
plished the former but not the latter, Hc sustained it for several
years by one of the most exotic methode of publication financing
of which I've ever heard, He was paying *kc loescs out of his own
gocket by spending spare time writing commercial fictlon and sele

ing it to the high-paying elicke; the firet time I cver heard of
the big mnes medla magazines being foreed to esubeidize a2 less
puccecsaful competitors DBut the situation grev worse 1nd about
& year and a half ggo the herwvy moncy 2ight wing Jorces dchind
Beeator MeCarthy, in a guite complicnted geries of mnreuvers, moved
in and forced Huie out, Sineg ther the ragazire has heen hopelogse
1y partisan and unreliable {1+ printed the nrilcie srout somirnisn
among the clergy which foresd the reeign-iion ¢ Mol othg¥s newly
appointed ehief of ataff lnost surhicr, if yvou recrill: HIwWwEMNOD,
while Huile wos at the heln it was one »f the rmost frascirating cibe
lientions available, Iuie went in £Hr crusades gc ! el R il
eannot be said to have heen corpletely unbingad,, . but nuilc hineelf
eannot be termed eithcr a liberal or a congervovive.faliing well
between the two extremes; nnd I never cnught hin distorsing the
news, which 1s a staterient I ¢an ninke for wery few colurmnictss COfie
nentators, editors, or publications,

Huie 18 certainly one of the most wversatile of todays nen of
letters, While at the helm of the Mercury he fulfilled geveral
other capacities besides that of editor, Each issue contailned a
1engthy colurn of politisnl analysis which was always readable even
though one night not agree with the vicws expreszedy he oocasione
ally delved into psychology and sociology in specinl pieces, showe
ing hingelf an extremely sharp oVYserver, and he was constantly
ooning up with gspecinl fentures drcdged fron his own personal
experience, There was one, headlined on the cover in eXTOSE
fashion, titled "I was Bugsy“Sn;pol'e Butlcr®, with Hulel'a byline,
And it turncd out he netually wigi Only for o fow weeks, and
strictly as o plantese. o was o newepaperoan looking for a stoP¥.
But even this 1s gorcthing out of "The Front Page"' rother thas
the sort of thing a nornei reporter dnes, Another tire he recountws
ed n wartine exporicncc whnen he and o buddy ~ccident~lly stunbled
neross 2 detalled report of the Fermndy iavasion n couple of weeks
before it occurred, .. nd deecided they coulin't poacibliv be authe
entlc, There were othcre gorwwhnt legs senretionnl thinn theecey and
all thig in addition to kia tread-and-hutter fiection for the slickwsd
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But he isn't restricted to shallow fiction, He has written
at lenst one serious novel, ~nd while I've ncver hemrd'Hulc's :
nane nentioned as one of our outstanding eerioug n?vellgts, this
novel struck me as being far above the average in its field, 1%
wagn't the sort I particularly care for; it was oune of that prev=-
alent type which professes to stork reaiism, but insiste on
regarding the world as exXclusively made up of very goxdid indle
viduals and gituationg, nll constantly on the nake for noney and/
or seX. But, as a representative of the typc I found it very super-
ior, Huét's observational abilities are not confined to sociology.
And just this nonth he has appeared in still another guise?..
ag the.author of a non-fiction book, The book has received reviews
in practicrlly all the top publicatione (3n cage you didn't know,
around 75% of the books published each  year don't get reviewed anye
vhore duc to lack of gpnce; or at lenst not in plnoces like TIME,
SATURDAY REVIEW, NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, ctec.) TIt's titled
“The Exeoution of Privatc Slovik" and, so far as I know, this is
the firet time hardoover and paper back publication have occurred
girmultaneously, except under the Ballantine imprint, Thig ies a
Signet book, available at 35¢ and I highly reconrnend it, I wish
211 books werec issued this way., I find it impractical to purchase
hardcover books but the reviews I read frequently intrigue meeees
but while nany of then see paperback aprearance eventually, by the
tine they arrive I've forpotten-about them or at least ny interest
hag dininished, It was pleagsant to be able to buy this one less
than n week after the firet review aprenred.

In case you hadn't alre~dy heard of 1t it isg a detalled exani-
nation of 2 unique case, the only Arierienn soldier to bhe executed
for desertion in 90 yenrs, To a person who has deplored both the
systen by which the nilitary is run and the ghirking of respongi-
bility by individuale this example of a unique conflict between the
two gives risge to a2 great deal of thought,

Without going kBnto na great detnail and length as Huie does
I ¢enn't fully explain niy own reactions (which is why I rccormend
you re~d it) but as Hule says each individual rwust Judge for hine
relfy, The Army is olearly Jjustified in some instances and at fault
in others, The book is not an ernotional ~ttack upon the 4rmy. As
Huie points out Slovik is no longer on trial, The case against hinm
hmg been proven and he was convicted, It is the individuals who
ocarried out the execution who are now on trial, But, wnile he
Points vut the ‘lapses in logic. which occur, Huie presents both sides
f2irly and presunes to make no’ judgrent of his own in the HooKes s
which is an attitude rather unique among historians, T believe, Most
books of this sort I've rrevioudly read obviously represent certain
concluglons on the ynrt of the author and he uzes all hiw ekill to
convince the re~nder. Huie lenves the decisiosn up to you, nnd a .
rough deecigion it is,

There are no clearcut villaine, One red crogs rerreccentative
in Detroit mnkes a brief appertance and le~ves the reader crinding
hie teeth in rage (it is precisely the zort of +thing which NaSeees
probobly unjustly.... iven the Red Cross a bad nare with so nany
people), But she awtually plays no decisive part in Private Slove
ik's rel-tions with the Amy sa che oxnnot be blamsd, The nilitary
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throurhout obviously were working frorm the noblest of motives, 2l-
though it is a bit disquieting to think that a nmants 1iFe might.ba
at stake sinply becruse of President Eisenhower's widely publicized
disinclination to read anything iengthy.

The is one minor cnne 28 elear injusticey the Ay veifuvsged to
vay the widow the insurance which zghe was cleoarly ercicied %o
due to attechnicality., And there in onc majer sage, Ln sk apoare
ently Private Slovik'e mrevicus crinminnl vecosrs wis veod o juecianfy
the execution, However, in esgcnsle, it woul: zcocenm on i
wns done this individualy the crimesfof the Arny againet
Slovik was not that the executed hinm for desertionec it g thas
he was the only one they execulad for thies crime, The rengons for
executing Priv-te Slovik were excellent., He was to serve os an
exonrle and o deterrent, and one was badly needed. But can there
be any justifiention for eingling out one individual to pay the
puprere pennlty for an act which has been cormitted by many? The
bagic law of our land proscribes cruel and unusual punishment,

Vhen only one individual is cxecuted out of 49 who are sentenced

to death, fron arong over two thousand who received courts nartial
this is cert~inly unusual punishnent, And I defy anyone to read
the account of the hopelessly inefflolent emecution and gay it wag=
n't cruel, Clemency should not be denied when there is a2 rensonable
bagle for extending it but it is fantastic to clainm this is the only
dogerted in the U.3, Arny who had no extenusting circurmstances,

Personnlly I would rother live and work vnder wery otrict
rules or aaws which are enforced 100% of the tir.c thon urndor milder
ones which are enforced only when those in authority Zeel Tlike beatire
ring themeselves, If de~th was Justified in Priv-te Zicvik's case
(and it certrinly gseems tc have DhegN.s;0.sin Lact, 1 seers Toirly
clear that if the Army hadn't rcone such a lansuperiod withool
my ‘executions for this notier a lorme najority of cthe degcriers,
includins Frivote Siovik himeelf, would never have taken the risk,)
it was gurely justified in ~t least a handful of other eguaily
geriour cnges, In fairness hoth to Private 3lovik.and to ths men
who rennined 2t their poste thece gheould have heen exccutcd alsO0eee
or if they were to De gronted clemency it should have been granted
to this man also, 8Singling out one individual to pay this cxtrera
venalty is inexcuesable, If renigsion was justified in the other
oages it whe Justified in Private Slovik'e, If it was not justified
they should also have been executed, ;

48 I snid before I oan't give sufficient details to justify ny
gonolusions hut I do think this 1is a3 hook which every well-informed
person should read, I consider it one of the most superb jobs of
research and unbiased reporting I have ever encountered and believe
¢ deserves one of thoce annual Pulitgzer Prises handed out in that
e2tecory.
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To Barnum a sucker rmet have heen
The sort of touch hie icved 1o gkin.

. e g W S S e o e e o a - - — e gy - e i Il S g P e epp—




1029 WAS 4 LONG TIME AGO

FIENDETT4A=-No argurment with you about the Corrmnist philosophy

but I do toke exeeption, somewhat, to that statement of yours

th t"(Russia turned) right around and (joined) our side when she
saw we were going to win," A most peculiar mcthod of joining she
pilcked,esssabout like the football choosésg to g2il over the
goalrost, Rusgia waz a neutral (only more ‘neutral! toward

Gernmany than the allies) right up to the bour the German troops
invaded her horders, The only reason Rusgio was on our gide dure
ing the last war was that Hitler chogse to fight both of us rgthgr
than taking on just one, 4nd the Rugsiane rmust have been possessed
of considerable foresight to see the allies were going to win way
back in nid-1941, At that time Germany oocupied most of cqntincnt~
al Burope and was treated with tender eare by the few remaining
neutrals, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain, Portugnl, and Turkey. T@e
UeS, was aitting ¥ebitdiously behind our ocean barriers, sniffing
diddainfully at the rude Furopean manners and playing an Agerioa
First fiddle while attempting to ignore the conflagration singing
the seat of our pants. England was Germanx's sols.remaining foe of
any consequence and, after the war, the British government revealed
they could not have withstood, had Germany launched an invasion in
the winter of 1940-41, ZEverybody in Iurope was betting on Hitler's
ultinmate vietory whether or not he succeeded in actually conquers
ing England, 4And throughout this the only power on the contgnént
which could have challénged hinm, the Russian Bear, was carefully
keeping his nose clean, And this 'smart move' of picking the wine
ning side resulted in a more disastrous invasion of Ruseia than
even Napoleon's, Are you perhaps getting this confused with Ruse
giafs declaring war on Japan several days after we dropied the A=
bord in order to o¢aeh in on the booty shetd been promised at Yalta?
Actually, it's pretty generally conceded that the one thing whioch
resulted rost directly in Hitler's defent was hisg invasion 6f Ruew
gia, If he had sensibly left then alone and the Japanese had
refrained from attacking Pearl Harbor and both had treatid our
phipring with respect it is highly probably Hitler would still

b8 ridim strong. They o bably could have worn down Britain - -°
by gheer attrition if nothing else, granted sufficient time, - Japan
eould have had all Asia, Of course both Rusasia and the U,3, wuld
eventually have Dbeen drawn in, in any case, Russia, a totalitarian
nation, squeeged on bHoth sidew by the Japanese dsiatic erpire and
the Gerrman European one would probably have launched a defensive
waru, cventu:lly, if not attacked first, 3But the Russians W ve.
immense patience, 4And onoe the Eastern hemisphere had been nade.
wafe for fasoian {(or at least totalitarianism) the next terpting
prize would have been the rich, but puwrrly defended, continent of-
South 4Ameri ca, I ddubt if the Monrecs dcctrine would have heen © -.
sufficlent to spur us into taking omn two such eolaécsi as Japan and
Gernany would have been, under the ciruwurstonces, Hut with then in
our hack yard incidente would'have eventunrlly duveloped and we'd
have been fcreoed into a fight, without the help of either Englahd
or Ruesia, for Russia is not a natural ally of the Wezts Only a
ridiculous action likc IIitler's invarion before he'd finished
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Encland and/or the U.S8. could have forded such strange bedfellow-
ehip.////I've heard of three methods of doing away with the tw
1ines, and I rmust say the varied approaches to such appnrgntly
ingoluble problens ecartainly insure ny regpeot for hgman ingenu=
ity, The first and sinplest is a device enllcd ‘;pczmwobble'.

t any given ronent there is only onc dot of l.ght ont “ho screen,

® puryqoge of this gadeget is to mak%e that spet eovetanily wabble

back and forth vertically, Thus the lighted ares is blsd over
into the unlighted portion between the linenr whish cugtcmarlly
renains blank, This enableg the viewer to git mush closur To a -
large soreen than is now possible, Naturally, the derinition isn't
friporoved any but it doesn't foree a rerson to sit so far fron the
set (thus always seeing a 'ermall! plcture, no matter what size the
poreon) and a ruch riore attractive picture results, The one I -
read about was an experimental model and the writer who had viewed
it wns highly enthusinstic, But that was five years ago and I'wve
never heard another word about it so presumably it proved inprage
tical soneway along the line, The second is far more radical and
would involve a corplete overhaul of all etations and sete to
transmit and receive it, Thig idea is balled 'interlining! and
would result in a far betteb picture, In each transmitter there
would be durlicate seanning nechanisms and in each set duplicate
cirocuits to receive then, They would be adjusted so that two wvery
sinilar pictures are tronsnitted, but the lines fron one pleture
would fit in between the lines of the other, I imagine they've
found this a difficult technical feat unyperfectahic as yetees ¥
gource 1s not avthoritative go I c¢an't sy, The last named involvee
projection television and use of the present yicture, I read about
it in a non~-technieal periodieal so the theory behind it was not
given, However, the writer Who had ohserved it said that in an
Arthur Godfrey program they picked up, detail was not loat, a3 is
usual when a picture is ¢ngdrged hut was actually gainsd, That
3%§/individua1 freckles and the hairs on his head could he detéeted,
DAMN! --&h, yege..."Sentimental Rhapsody",or "8treet Sceune", if you
prefer, Theylve been tr~ding those two titlea back and forth for
it for yenrs now, I think thig is probably the riwogt eficetive -
pieoc of movie bhockoround rusic ever writtenes,..with the possibly
exccption of *Lmmra' and after that becarne first a smnsh hit, and
later one of the rore frequently played st-ndards it lost nuch of
its effectiveness ns Dackoround rusice I couldn't name them all
for you but at least four rovies (and I think five), if you count
its usc as the rrelude to "llow to Marry o Millionairce', hnve used
thia piece 28 their thene, I first encountered in in 1941 in . a
picture entitled "I Wake Up Sereaningt, Thig.was a fririy pood
nyetery suspense yarn, which carries an vnusunl nunber of distino-
tions considering ite gcneral quality level, Unlegs one counts
her early work as an extra or Lit player in sorc of the Astaire-:
Rogers films (and even here she was usunlly a chorus girl) this is,
I Delieve, the only picture Betty Grohlce ever made in which she ®
neither gang nor dancee, No, conw to think of it, the didn't do
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either in "Give Me a Sailor" a 1938 picture for Paranount, ag f-r

as I ean reonll although Martha Raye, the star (along with Bob
Hope) did both, Martha Raye also won a contest for the pogsassion
of the rost beautiful legs in that picture, algoe.s....in which the
producers didn't bother even having Grable enter, Such lack of
foreaight! So lets say it 1g the only ticture in which Grable

ever starred in which she had a ocorpletely dranntic roie, IHer
cogtars were Victor Mature, Carole Landis, and Laird Cregar, (Teche
nically he headed the =suprorting cast but sinee he walked off with
the picture he descrveeg to be remembered as onc of ite stors,)

And it was in this picture that Hoth Cregar and Miss Landis turhed
in the fineet performnoes of their respective careers, Sinee she
is now the late Carole Landis and he is the even later Laird Cregar
there is no opportunity for either to ever top themselves in this
picture, The Ticture wng remnde this yenr under the title of "Vieki",
I saw 1t but I wouldn't recormend it, Much poorer than the orige
inal, Perhaps Jeanne Crain and Elliot Réed were ag effective in

the two leading rdoles as werc Grable and Mature hut it lacked Cregny
and Landiag, and even nore irmportant lacked "Sentimental Rhapeody",
the noet effective thing in the whole picture, The rusic is narvels
ously evocative (to me at least) of deserted skyscrapoers on a chilly
a1l evening, I thourht Twelitiéth Century Fox had exclusive screen
rights to the gong (they've used it often enourh) until just about

& week ago when I saw o Dorsey Brotherg rwusical short in which they
uged it as n dance Dbackrrognd (under the fRhapsody® title), For
gore time I was convinced that this was nlso used as the theme musgie
for the stage rmeical adaptation of Ilmer Rice's "Streei Scene’,

I'm now & trifle doubtful about this as Kurt Weill wrote the nusic
for thont 1lay while Newman cormpoged this riece, Terhaps I junped

to bonelusions bedauec the big push back of the song under the "Street
Scene" title came in 1947, the game year the opera version of the
Rioce play appeared on Broadway., 3But I still seem to receall hearing
it veed as hridge rmusic in the album from the 1tlay, It was a yenr
1later, in 1948, that they made the big attenpt to turn it into a pop
hit, 3y this time it wneg back unde? the title of "Sentinental Rhnpe-
sody". 'Several dance versions aprenred, I have one, Lcg Brown's,
I believe, I haven't listened to it in years, The rmugic iszsn't too
effeetive in dnance termpo, and anyway for perfect effect you have to
be in a darkened theatre listening to it, :

%ALF'BAKED ARTICLES=-You overlooked the gtfnal derivation of "Roll
e Over" (whioh obviously derives from the imprcssive sensations
which oocur when a spageship rust roeverse its position halfway be=
twesn Earth and the Moon), Or don't you consider that folk rmeic?

I now see what you nean when you told Nanecy Share FAPA was construote
ed solely of serious and constructive efforts, Quite so, This 1ias
ensily the sort of thing one night subnit as a thesls toward gain-
ing o dootorate in any Uniwersity,

HORIZONS=~Got out of the habit of weing correcction fluld when I used
filn stencilse Very ineconvenizsnt to try to gect ih so I'd try to
renerber and uee the corvection fluid ~fter I hnacd 1t out of the type
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ewriter, but I tended to overlook some of the x'd out rortions
or forget entirely, Ilowever, I notice n yreponderance of such
things in the latest BIRDSMITH mo I'nm trying to ¢atch them ns
they haypen this tinme, Although you'll gtill find frequent
strikeover, But as you know I do not belonz to the Speers

Bomps school of perfectionisnm,..,not where nmincogr-rhy is cone
cerned, anyway,/////I c¢-n't gay it's too surprising if you're
still ignorant of a story accepted by SPACEWAY ronths ngo, if
Ackerman is as dilatory in answering his selling clients as he
is with the amateurs, No, I'm not spenking from personal experw
ience but I hnd some friends who tried working with him, And
there undoubtedly is no check to share, 2s the story has yet to
aprenr, (although FANTASY TIMES carried another mention of it
after my corment) and according to reports that magazine pays
their writers sometime after publicaticn, if at all, It's not
only a glorified fanzine in contents, it appenrs to be in itas
attitude toward héainees also,////What's wrong with the spelling
of 'enployee'!? I wlwnvs thought it was the preferred of two
correct srellinge,

IT CAME FROM BOX 203--~1 think thig 1s prob bly the most 4iffl.
cult to read manpazine I'we cver seen in Fi¥4, which is a pity
since the few portions I wng able to scan hefore my resentful
eyce started gilving me hendaches were quite interceting, My
eyes hove been giving ne troubhle anyway ~ud the combination of
dim ink, poorly aligned keys and the too distracting (altho

they were unique in bHeing well mineod)cluttered margins proved
jusgt too rmuch, 4nd to pile on tortures you regorted to that
nogt cdetegted of all fonnigh vices, continuing lines of text
horizontally past an illuetration, Nothing 1is more annoying

in the ceniire list of fannish orimes againgt intclligent layout,
////1 picked up that Blanchard show only due to a frak reception
one nicht, The station faded out again after ahout an hour, and
anywny I was five or g£ix hundred miles closer to San Francilseo
then.///Oh, sure I lmow sub rosa recordings are available on

an individual basis, As a nmatter of fact, just yecsterday I
received in the mail a 12" IP taken from 2 Benny Gocdman Care
negic Hall Concert which he held ane year later than the one
which was nade into 2 runaway best seller when it was dug up a
fow yeore back, There are n few slight drawbacke to the regord,
It is priced about 30% higher than if sold cormercially (this
gompanyts rroduect averases about twice a8 exypensive on most of
their records, however), the recording appears to be merely an
agetate rather than a pressing, and if so it cannot he played
very long hefore it will wear out, and the fechnical side of

the recording is fontastiecally bad, DBalance is fuily as bad

ag on the Woody Herman concert MGM released, without a rrofoge
sional enscineer having toned down the worss espots. On gime of
the selections the distoriion ig so bad as to Trove uilistenable,
But some are quite pondy, The arrangercnt of "One 0'Clock Jurp®
ie the rost attractive ifve ever heard (even if the recording
does detract) and there is 2 version of "Flying Fome" which
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wnot only sounds like a regular cormeroial record but for my noney
e eupegior to the one the Sextet issuecd on Columbla, It fentures
the pre~test jozz guitarist of all time, of course, the late
Charlie Christian (he'd joimed Goodnman only about two weeks

before this oconcert), This sare company has an almost liritlees
(well let's ®may it is linitless since what they have availoble is
about five times as nuch as ny entire collection) supfly of
ginilar records I could yurchase and in rost cases, since they
were taken fron radio broadeasts, the bnlonce if not the thysical
rceording, would be bhetter and therefore the records would be nore
listenables $6,50 may sound like a rather high price to pay for
two well performed but nmediocrely recorded selections w1§h a couple
other fair ones thrown in plus some junk hut as an addition to an
all-out collection I firure it's worth it, I've paid cqually high
punig, individually, for old 78'8.....,0nly to have then reissued
later oh LP, sonething that is unlikely in rost of these cases,

In fact, I'd give four or five dollars Just for that recording of
"Flying Nome" alone, Ilowever, I hope to convert then, when they're
acctates, (there are some vinyl pressings availahle on the nore
porular sete but they're also more expensive) onto tape when I get
a.tape recordere I can tone down some of the worse spots fairly
easily with just the knowledge I have now ond I hope to be able

to pick up come tiprs on how professional engineerg convert hope=
leesly bad recordings (which are good rusicnlly) into listenable,
if lo-fi, recordings, I'd think most of thesge tricks would be
workable by the anateur, And, of course, if I get a really good:
thonograph a percentase of the distortion will disaprenr autonat®
ically. Surprising the wonders good equipment will do for bad
recordinge, Big advantoge of course is that there ig no needla

to wear out the grooves if you wigh to listen to the music¢ frequentw
ly, on tape, Anyone know how to reconvert that thin soratching bdlur
rmade by loud brass when recorded by hore equirment Dhack into nusie
ag2in?  Fooling with ny €iréd recorder I lenrned how to avoid that
effect in the first place hut I'm afraid I don't know how to

renedy it after it has been cormitted to wax, At any rate I'1l
doulyltlesa to leaven ny purchase of cormercial recordings with the
product of this company, 4s long as they stick primarily to ace-
tates I doubt if the big dorpanies will trouble to forde therm out
of busincees, especinlly ag they zell exclusively by mnil, However,
(I seen to have strayed from the subejct a bit) I was primarily
interested in introducing the apa spirit into this sort of

exchange df perfornancee,///Anyway, I'nm glad to learn there is

at le~gt one other individual in FAPA who doesn't run shrieking

at the firet note of Jazz, I'd thot gince Laney left us I was

left along anong a pack of Bunk frorm Telonius and crre less,

YOEY MUMBLINGS-~I question whethur any sensible man allows a
lust for vower to drive him into the extrene jeopardy which rwost
Corrmnist lenders constontly live in, I dontt know the exact
fizures hut the pvercentage o>f sudden denth anong top lenders

in Mogeow ig quite l''vh and many who are not cxecuted or 'Ydie!

at dlplonntie times are either retired in diegrace or kicked downe
gtalre cittos I mnint~in in a setup like that sasnsible ren avoid
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leadership. To court power against those oddes is the hallnark of
a very unestable if not actually unbalanced individual,.///I don't
particularly dislike Gershwin and Grofe, Thetr rusic is quite
attractive on first henring and I anm grateful for it as having
helped serve ag ny bridge into the field of serioug nusic, Dut

I simply found that after I begon to apprccisnte corpracrs like
Bach, Mozart, Vivaldi, Rovel, ete, thot Gerslwin and Grefs gufe
fered in congarison and the rmueic seemed rathcr snalluw 1n corpAre
isony; especially on continued and repeated licteninss, Originally
ry plan for buying music &y composerg made no 2llowanse fronm drope
Ting anyone once I'd started purchhsing them, DBut when it came
tine to buy Gershwin and CGrofe again I found myself reluctant to
gpend roney on their records when it could go for some other come
poger who gtood up better under repeated usage, So I quit buying
Gershwin and Grofe, The one Gershwin cormosition I gtill find
quite listenable is the Pilano Concerto in ¥, which has much more
depth than the better known works guch as the Rhapsody in Blue

and dmeriean in Taris, I'm not familiar with The Miggigainpi
Buite but I autoratically dislike anything recorded by Ko:ztelanets,

PAMIITIEY~=Wish I had thnt issue of BIRDSMITH, I'd like to reread
riy comrients alout the II¥worDh to see what horrified you so, 48 1
recall all I gaid was that I had refused to go into a panie over

2 posgible A~war (wo?dld it have dohe any good if I hac?) and felt
the consequencesg were overeostimated, TYerhaps I'm not jusetified in
speaking gince I 2m not the father of a 1ittle girl but I fail to
gee that the A-borb is rorally any worse, for killing thousands
girrultarcceuely than was systematlc borhing of Berling with bHlocke
bustere wiiich did the same job piece~neal. fashion, And Russian
congqusast of the world is far more than Just 'the introdurtion of

a pcliticnl gystem (I) disngree with', It is a reversion to the
philosorhy of slavery and the advent of a new thiloscphy whichn
denies man the hagic dignities which even the cruellest tvrants

of the past lacked the ~ahility to do away with. Le''s make it
0learesssl dislike both socialism and cormunisnm intensely and I
would do ny owvn small beet to prevent either from besorning the
fTorn of povernment in this country, Dut I do not advcesate iaunching
a prevontive war against such ocourrence as long as they are voted
in in leg2l free electione (+w:icti of course Cormunism never woulcd be
in this country,,,.if ny rccollection is not incorrzet Cormunisn,
28 such «= ag dictinpulehed from certain corrmn’st puppss parties.
in recently freed ctates such ns Dritish Guiana =~ hae et to win .
1ts firet free nationadl election anywhere, 1t has alwovs Doeon ine
posed Ly trcope).e I would accept it and even live wrier it provide
ing therc was no nore deeiroble courntry to emipgrate to, Towsver,
I'n afraid 1 ean't see this view thot war is the grentost posgible
horror known to monkind, The pain would he intense but it would

be over quickly, and if T had a daughter I think I would r~ther see
her burned alive than tc live-a 1if: am a slave in a country con-
quered by o foree vil:l would nct cven allow ner the priviiesge of

a free unfettered nin!ly Here is where your true lack of irmdgination
oones ing, You san tailk all you like about the horrors of var, and
horritle they are, but as long a2z there are forcce such an Fascisn
or Corrmnism loose in the world they becorie the lesser of two horrors,
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T ¥mow there are people (in FAiTA even) who lump together all

forms of socialipm under the he~ding 'Commnism', but I am not

one of them, &5 undecirable ~e I may reg-rd it, I would certainly
never zdvocate 2 war to avoid the tyve Socialism imposed on Brit-
ain by the Labor party, for inet-nce., Dut thcre was one differe
ence of considerable import-nce, Clem .ttlee wosn't ocut to
conquer the world, I would prefer an J-bomb war tc Tauckling
under to the communicste, certainly but it is the Z~tc eof Cardinal
lindzenteky and the brainwnching undergonc by .nericom goldicrs

in Korea that prompte it, not deurts nbout the wiedom ei govern-
ment ownership of propcrty, If your cucstions mean wnaiv they scem
to you are =aying the equivalent of the st-~tement that Ingland
ehould have surrendercd te the Hitler of Dauch~u ~nd Declscn in
1941 rother than toke the risks of dying or being maimecd, themse
gclvecs or their familice, Do you actually toke this ‘'pencc 2t

any pricce' philocophy? It doesn't t~kc two to make n fight, you
¥Ynow, Onc corfficiently dectermined ~nd nggrcscive individunl con
do it....or ~t le~egt wroduce 211 the srme results. Do.youw~ctually
belicve thosec who foreccd King John to sgign the M~gn- Ch~rt~ =nd
their cuvccesscr~ who wrang oimil-r concesgione from later kings
were dangcrouvsly irrcevoneiblé for the riske thev were running
both for themeelves ~nd their familice if they f-oiled? Or do

you consider the iron mniden ~nd the r~ck norc merciful ond desire
2ble than the II¥bohb?

did =t~rv out a= 7 benevolent dictntorship some 25 or 30 yenrs
g0 and is =till regnrded ~g probvably the best-run and moet ben-
evolent of =uch governments currently in existence but it hns
through the yenrs st-rted mny coercive practices we would find
objection~hle.////If I'm not mist-ken on my picture titles (I
haven't secn it) the heroine of "Mise Pilgrim's Progress" <hould
have hnd an ~uthentiec necent bec~use if she's the one I'm Thinking
of (Yvonde Donlnn, or some such outlandish nome) she ie an
imerican who went over there severnl yc~rs 2go playing the Judy
llolliday role in o company of "Born Yestecrday® and staydd on

to becomsc the tonest of Britain as just *too, too, typically an
amcrienn'y, Since ghe's 2 big star over there ~nd no one cvey
heard of her here ghe's et~yed on nd ~ny choice Jmericon heroines
she gots 25 play. I gaw her » few ye~rs ~go playing Doug Trire-
banks wife in a picture c~1led "lir, Drokc's Duck'", I belicve,
which yecv could enll sgtfigh if you wieh =ince it was all ~bout =
duele thot' 1ays 20 ntomiciegp, v vshidotiest, dLctually it wasn't
gtfish ~nt ~11, The ~tomic egg wne just ~n excusec, The re~l
purpdse wnhe to kid the p-nte off British offici~rl red tape and
burcrucrncy, which thcy did mhrveleusly, 100 timee more effecs
tivecly thnn the overprniscd cffort in th~t dircction by "The Day
the Larth Stood Still", ///But it ie imvort-nt to know how old

2 e~r is unless you never have ~ny intcation of rcselling it..///
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.11 the low~cost offeet house seem to do your binding ~s well ~-
printing ~nd eince they w~nt the copy ~11 prcpored for photogrphy
of multiple prgee ~t onc time it would h-ve mnde things r-ther
complic~ted to try to have only p~rt of the mrg offret. g for
Mimcorr iphyee e« s The printed prges were hnlf=lctter=cizeseees
bret~rd size I'11 never ngnin try to- fool with in mimeography.

.nd since the nlre~dy printed items were sc-ttered tarcugh the
mrg~zine indiescriminitely I couldn't have uscd your centcr-stapled
mimeogrophy of th~t eize cven if itd owned - centcr st-pler,////

I believe Coslet uged to ~ctunlly review the mniling before it was
mriled out, if not hefore he rcecived it, when he was o.c.

RJIDLING P P=~-very nicely done, DR~ther clever iden, too,

SKYII00L-=-Your ".. Page from n Bucolie" (shouldn't th~t be 'the
Bucolie?) very cvae~tive, J4ppnrently you've gotten jealoug of
thoce jobs Hoffmon hns bheen dring rcocently ~nd decided to try %
your own hond, ITow how ~bout getting busy nd necturlly writing the
book?///Bloch brilli~nt, g when isn't he,///it one time I had

a dissection of this iessue's ALtheling column prcecisely cuch 2as he
powe. the-Zaruls story, Dubt -Tpdme 1t up far wbout ‘hall, o dozen
raasong I shn't po into hcre, Iowever this does scem nbout the
mogt vulner~ble to criticism column .4theling hoe yet written, .nd
I wonder if 21l the anti-Compbell fulmin-nting doesn't stem from a
strong subgonscious regentrnient thnt nonc of r, Ltheiiansg®: stories
h-ve cver beecn purchased by .SF,////iiy st~tenent that ic was Corpe
bell who mnde science-fiction irreracably o hranch of fiction, not
of science wng bhased on what I considered an »bvious interpreta~
tion of the oft-rcpented history of af, True, Tremayne ploncered,
but it wne under Cronpbcll's stewnrdshivp that good writing, strong
characterizotion, nand forceful storytelling (as best exemplified
by Heinlein) werc first introducced into seicnec=fiction in any
gcriovs quantity: it wne under his negis that the r-other unstien=
tific scicnce of psychology ~nd the wholly unstientifie one of
vhilosophy beecnrie the two nost important plot movers in sfj....0r
nt le~st in the better sfyp it woese Conpbell who pointed gf in =
whole ncw direction, ~t right angles to the Gcrnsback 'scicnce-
fiction ns gcientific educ~tion' theory., Th~t the field, which
followecd Cnmpbell's lend, nay now hnve gone nstray in overemphne
gizing the ncw methods he introduced into sf to suit the t~ste of
the J.WV, Campbell who wrote old=time stories in the d-ays when s@
8411l had a c~pital S and a snnll £ docs not alter his recsponsibile
ity 2= primc rmover, Wor ard frantic scr~mbling efforts by Cartpbell
back to the dull charneterless sf of the days when *he si@ziace was
suppoecdly acecurate ~pt to turn the tide. IT'ew men have the chaneg:
twice in one lifetime to decisively ~ffeect n wholic ficld, .nd the
J.J.C, of todny is not ne-rly so irmportant as the J.7.C. of 1229640,
///You arc prob-bly right that my opposition %o soci~l legisl-tion
g is Athelingls stand ~gainst the mere rodern of but there is
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afw=ye thg poesibility th~t our further defensc of the pr1ncip1c~
we hold night h~ve soric effcet, which ig proh-bly thc rc~eson hoth
Atheling ~nd I eontinue flozzing our dend hobby-horsen,.

T.FETs F.P..}--The deprecseisn erippled our ceonony, Porhhps not

A8 SCriously =g 2n atonic wor., 4nd there were nmanv chanrces in
our life, Jut not to75 ~wfully serious ones. Ve still live in the
sane type country with much the sanme tr~diticns we h~d fifty yenrs
Acta. Vhst Selnpres, cure st out notethe Tort of. thing the. old stomie
doon1 storics ~lwnays predicted with €04 of the country uninhabit-ble,
=11 the children mutuants ~nd pcople reverting to s~vagery.

TIIs JUSINIISS OF UOuSuS*-C“uld have bheen o renlly elea“nt pretiehe
of Darion nunyon if you'd only estudied thc itunyon style more
thoroughly. For inst-nec the one thing that mnhkce Dunyon's

etyle nost strongly and nnkee him or hie initators rceopnizable
at A glance is th .t he alwnys uses verbs in the present tense,
(Welly one unyon ﬂuthorlty gays ~e how there whg one lonc little
verl once in ~ Bunyon story thnat wng pret tenege hut I never found
it,) 3But you switch h-~eck ~nd forth from present to pnst tense
111 throuch the story which rrkes it more irrit-~ting thon othere
wire, since this ie too obviougly -~ JQunyon init~tion to st-nd on
ite >wh, and not being quite nuthentic ecnough to bYe 2 good copy
it ie ncither fish nor fowl,

VIZUPOIITS «~-Th~tte ~n extr~ordinarily fine ecover, uoseco, nltho

T didn't epot the signifigance the first tinme I locked At it,
Clever and well-done, hoth, In fret if that is o linohlock you
carved yourself, as it nppe~rs to be, you did -~ supern~tur~lly
fine job, &nd the eover ig trhgtefully arranced -nd printed apard
$xon ‘bhe: stbject myticr,  89rry I et praise the reet of the
Bosnzine sinil-rly, < Your article ig re~édnble nnd while I would
dileaprece with it that is beside the point, 3But whnatever inspired
you to try to illustrnte ~n ~rticle on Tro ~rt with n bunch of
left-over enrr~vings and linoblocks of amnteur work! You Imow
fron ny experience th~t it frirly e~ey to zc¢t permniscion fronm the
pro=-nas to reproduce their 01d illustrationes, .nd engr-vings
aren't that expensive, You ecould have supplied valu~ble and
pointed “docunment~tion for your nrtiele theredby ~nd ~t the g-me
tine dressed up your mac~zine in o woy irmpossidle with vnf-~miliar
snateur ~rtwork. - The result could hinve been nne of thoge F.PJ.&
zines pecovle tre~surec for ye~rs. Just noticed the esrrient b ut
having hnd to subetitute linnhloecks for ensr-vings bec-use of
expense but I swepect, cven so, you still weren't pl-nning on
using pro stuff werc you? Well, it'e <till =~ nice cover, Too
b~d you didn't circul-te it without any contents.
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